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WINTER GREETINGS, COWICHE CANYON CONSERVANCY FRIENDS!
   Winter Greetings, Conservancy Friends!
The progression of the seasons reminds us not only of 
the coming of spring after winter, but of the passage 
of time.  After serving eight years as CCC’s Execu-
tive Director, and nearly twenty five years in the 
natural resource sciences and conservation field, I am 
changing my role here at CCC.  I am stepping away 

as the ED and taking 
on a new role as the 
Conservation Direc-
tor this year.  We have 
accomplished so much 
together over the years 
to protect, build, stew-
ard and cherish our 
lovely lands, and our 

work to foster a shared connection to nature, wildlife, 
open spaces, and each other has been the best work 
of my career.  My passion for land protection, trail 
recreation, applied conservation science and education 
will continue serving CCC’s mission, while I move on 
to travel new pathways in life’s exploration. 
We have been intentional about setting a high bar 
for performance in achieving our mission to “protect 
our shrub-steppe habitat and connect people to this 
vanishing landscape”.  We knew that the best way to 
reach for excellence was to attract and inspire people 
to bring their best to our organization, as board mem-
bers, volunteers and staff, and I can say unequivocally 
that we have done that.  We have been working for 
some time to make sure my planned transition was 
seamless, and the Board of Directors hired the best 
possible candidate to take over as your new Executive 
Director: Celisa Hopkins, who has served as our De-
velopment Director for the last three years—Welcome 
to your new role Celisa! 

 - Betsy Bloomfield, Conservation Director 

    It is with great excitement that I move into this new 
role as Executive Director.  I have a deep apprecia-
tion for the work of Cowiche Canyon Conservancy 
and am inspired by the dedicated volunteers, staff, and 
supporters that have worked for many years to protect 
this precious landscape.  I am committed to carrying 
that legacy forward and to providing opportunities for 
people to engage with the landscape in meaningful 
ways.  
   We know being out in nature is beneficial to our 
well being.  It helps us stay healthy and connected - 
to ourselves, to one another, and to this place. These  
lands bring us together around shared values and 
interests and provide us with an opportunity to experi-
ence what is beautiful, natural, and real. 
   When I joined the team at CCC in April of 2014 as 
the Development Director, I had been enjoying the 
benefits of these lands for years, walking and running 
on the trails at Cowiche Canyon and Snow Mountain 
Ranch.  I quickly learned that there was much more 
to the organization than the trails I loved.  It is a small 
organization that does big work...some of which you 
will read about in this 
issue.  From restoration 
and stewardship to trail 
building, guided walks, 
citizen science, and 
more - CCC provides a 
place and opportunity 
for people to experience 
the wonder and beauty 
of the shrub-steppe.  
    I look forward to working with you, dedicated 
members, volunteers, stewards, and supporters, to 
continue the important work of CCC.   

Happy Trails-
Celisa Hopkins, Executive Director

WINTER NEWSLETTER 2018



ON OUR TRAILSPage 2

Trail News
by Ed Stover, Trails Committee 

       It’s the middle of winter, but it might as well be spring for 
your Cowiche Canyon Conservancy Trails Committee.
That’s because spring is where our heads are at—plotting and 
planning what we will do as the weather softens and warms in 
the next few weeks.
     We’re always in suspense at this time of the year, because 
anything can happen as winter transitions into spring. The 
last two years we’ve experienced serious erosion on many of 
our trails. Heavy snowfall in the winters of 2016 and 2017 
resulted in intensive runoff and spring flood events in both of 
those years. That kind of runoff just loves a nice trail to speed 
it along. Repairing the damage from erosion is stoop labor—
hard work. Trying to build trails or re-routing old trails so they 
won’t be susceptible to erosion is one of the things our Trails 
Committee volunteers do.
     It’s a labor of love really, since our volunteers are here be-
cause they want to be.  Still, that enthusiasm needs direction, 
and we meet monthly to plan projects, set goals and discuss 
strategy. This year, 2018, marks the final year of our 2016-
2018 three-year Recreation Strategic Plan.  
     One big goal in that plan is to complete the new South Rim 
Trail, otherwise known as the “SRT.”  The SRT has existed 
as a really cool idea for several years—a new trail that would 
meander an east-west traverse across the Uplands where it 
begins to slope north into Cowiche Canyon. There are beauti-
ful vantage points along this slope—dramatic views north 
and west across Naches Heights all the way to the Cascades. 
It’s property that is owned partly by CCC (the east and west 

segments of the proposed 
trail) and partly by the U.S. 
Bureau of Land Manage-
ment (the middle segment). 
There are environmental 
considerations—the land is 
delicate shrub-steppe habitat 
that harbors rare plant spe-
cies, namely Tauschia, a 
genus of flowering plants 
that is classified as endan-
gered. BLM rules require an 
environmental assessment 
be done as part of any trail 
construction.
     The good news is we 

are working with the BLM and are making progress on the 
trail. When we open the SRT to public use, hopefully late 
this spring or summer, it is destined to be a popular trail—a 
2.5-mile-long segment that will connect with the East Uplands 
Trail on the east and the Radio Flyer Trail on the west. The 
trail will cross two ravines which mountain bikers should find 
interesting, and all trail users are going to love the views.
     The SRT isn’t the only new trail we have planned. While 
the timeline is still in the planning stages, we want to design a 
trail system that will allow folks to access the 200 acre “Smith 
Property” expansion that CCC acquired in 2016. This beauti-
ful parcel is a significant expansion of the eastern boundary of 
Snow Mountain Ranch, and we want to design some sort of 

loop trail that will connect with the Cowiche Mountain East 
Trail.
     A more immediate project is a re-do of the trail connec-
tion between the Weikel Road Trailhead parking lot to where 
it enters Cowiche Canyon.  The Trails Committee expects to 
begin work on that project this spring. The plan is to move 
the trail closer to Cowiche Creek and relocate the kiosk closer 
to the parking lot to make the trail entry point more obvious. 
Right now, the trail right-of-way runs between two parcels of 
private property but the trail proper is not very well defined. 
     On the subject of trailhead improvement, you may have 
noticed some changes at the Scenic Drive Trailhead parking 
lot. For years, the gate to that lot was closed at sunset and 
opened at first light. The closure was to discourage late-night 
partying and other mischief, and was done on a voluntary 
basis by nearby residents. Last fall, two things happened 
to change that routine: the gate was disabled by a wayward 
vehicle and one of the volunteer gate keepers moved away, 
placing an even greater burden on the remaining neighbors.  
We had already been discussing ways to improve the security 
at Scenic and decided it was time to go “gateless”, but we 
wanted to replace the gate with some other security measure.  
The answer: light poles with solar-powered, motion-sensitive 
lights. Five of these light poles have been installed and we 
have fingers crossed that they will make the lot more secure 
during the overnight hours.  We will still post the parking area 
closed between dusk and dawn, but those who are rushing 
back from that beautiful sunset after dark will be able to feel 
more secure in the parking lot. 
   These are a few noteworthy trail concerns as we edge into 
the 2018 calendar year. Of course, there are the many daily 
maintenance concerns: graffiti clean-up, bridge debris remov-
al in the canyon, replacing damaged or stolen trail signs, etc.
We have thousands and thousands of visitors each year on 
CCC lands and we all must care for our trails lovingly and 
with respect.  Your Trails Committee thanks you in advance!

 Welcome to Cowiche Canyon Conservancy Lands 

You may have noticed a familar face at the trailheads this past 
summer and fall.  As part of our ongoing efforts to improve trail-
head security, Cindy Dunbar, Operations Support Staff, has been 
spending time at each of the trailheads welcoming visitors and 
offering treats for our four-legged friends “Leashed in the lot”.  

Trails Committee Members Ken Van Am-
burg, Ted Gamlem, Ed Stover, Stan 

Eichwald, and Celisa Hopkins on the SRT
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Milkweed for the Monarchs
by Becky Lang-Boyd, Stewardship Committee

     In last winter’s newsletter we shared our good news--the 
opportunity for the CCC to help Monarch butterflies through 
enhancement of their habitat in the riparian area at Snow Moun-
tain Ranch.  Thanks to a U.S. Fish and Wildlife grant we have 
been able to focus on planting Asclepias speciosa, the species 
of ‘Showy Milkweed’ which is native to our valley and critical 
to the survival of Monarchs. Fun fact—monarchs lay their eggs 
only on milkweed and their larva/caterpillar eat only those leaves 
in order to complete their life cycle.  

     It has been 
a challenge, a 
learning curve, 
and a worthy 
project for our 
Stewardship 
Committee and 
all the other 
citizen scientists 
that pitched 
in to help. We 
have received 
support and 
direction from 
Katrina Strath-
man, a biolo-

gist with Mid-Columbia Fisheries Enhancement Group, as well 
as Dr. David James, research entomologist at Washington State 
University and our regional butterfly expert. 
     Phase 1 of the project required site selection and mapping, 
plus work plans for each parcel.  Throughout the year our stew-
ardship team prepared 13 plots using a variety of techniques: 
brush cutting, rototilling, hand weeding or spraying with select 
herbicides. No one relishes chemical control, but Stewardship 
committee members understand the issue of competitive, inva-
sive plants (and, yes, have been known to curse Canadian thistle, 
Scotch thistle and cheat grass). For some plots, there was no 
disturbance of the terrain.  
     Three folks: Mike Hiler, Martha Effler and Cindy Dunbar 
raised or collected milkweed in order to provide seed.  It is no 
easy task to separate those mature brown seeds from the coma, 
the silk-like material that fills the milkweed pods. Despite the 
challenge, this intrepid group provided around 13,000 seeds for 
the project.  Five hundred milkweed plugs, small dormant plants, 
were purchased from ‘Derby Canyon Native Plants’ in Peshastin. 
By early November, Phase 2 culminated with 15 energetic vol-
unteers, “armed” with gloves, shovels and good attitude, as they 
labored to place seeds and plugs into the ground. Dividing into 
three teams, we met the challenge and got the job done despite 
cool weather, rocky ground, and sore backs.  A representative 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife service was on hand to witness 
our work, including documentation and planting protocols.   Ev-
eryone went home feeling good and rejoiced the next day when 
snow blanketed the valley, providing critical moisture for our 
seeds and plants.  
     What’s next?  We will officially monitor, observe and record 
the results of our milkweed planting project.  You may see ear-
nest team members lying on the ground late next spring, looking 
for tiny seedlings or tender green leaves, and hopefully cheer-
ing or dancing in celebration. Then back to the real world with 
ongoing site maintenance including hand weeding. Of course, the 
very best reward will come the day we can go to SMR to observe 
Monarch butterflies.

   
North Fork Cowiche: Open Lands 

Legacy Protected
Our model conservation project in the North Fork Cowiche Creek 
basin is now four years old, and the good news keeps rolling 
in.  You may recall that in 2014 we worked with the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) and the Rocky Moun-
tain Elk Foundation (RMEF) to protect a nearly 3,000 acres of 
rangeland dotted with flowers, native grass, sage, and ponderosa 
pine, with the upper North Fork of Cowiche Creek carving out a 
beautiful valley in the middle of it all.   This area had been used 
historically for summer grazing, with one grazing lessee that has 
been trailing his cattle through the high country here for forty five 
years.   Surrounded by state wildlife and federal forest land, this 
important habitat was on the market for sale.  WDFW was willing 
to secure funds to purchase the land, but the landowners wanted to 
make sure grazing would continue as a valued use.  WDFW could 
not guarantee that outcome, so we worked on a new kind of con-
servation purchase—WDFW bought the land to manage as part 
of the Oak Creek Wildlife Area, but CCC took the grazing rights 
in the form of a permanent easement.  Now in our fourth year of 
shared ownership, our role is to monitor the grazing effects to 
prevent overgrazing.  We are lucky to partner with a grazing les-
see who loves ranching, healthy livestock, wide open spaces, and 
has a big heart for wildlife and the beauty of nature.  His cattle 
spend little time in any one place during their summer sojourn, so 
the grazing impacts are negligible.  We use monitoring methods 
developed by WDFW range scientists, and have a team trained 
to collect the data.  This model has garnered a lot of attention 
around the state as a way to protect habitat while retaining legacy 
uses of working resource lands.  As the pioneers of this conserva-
tion model, we hope to be doing more of this work in the coming 
years. 

Eagle Scout Builds Bridge at 
Snow Mountain Ranch

“My name is Ryan Tew and I’m a 
member of Boy Scout Troop 191.  I 
recently completed my Eagle Scout 
project which was to build a bridge on 
the Ditch Bank Trail at Snow Mountain 
Ranch, covering a section of trail that 
gets flooded at times and makes it 
impassable. The new bridge makes it 
possible for people to take the trail 
even in times of flooding.   

I have many people to thank for help-
ing me with this project:   Lowe’s Home Improvement and store 
manager Josh Connolly for the donation of lumber and hard-
ware; Morton Supply for discounted rebar and angle iron; my 
mentor and assistant Crew Leader Lonnie Ellis, a local cabinet 
maker who designed and fabricated the bridge support struc-
ture; my troop:  Steven Connell (Crew leader) Gabe Fillmore, 
Kai Griffiths, and Isaac Fillmore, for their labor; my family: 
Darrell, Joann, Derek, Brad, Mary, James, Cody, Anna, Oliver, 
and Brayden Tew; and the members of my church who donated 
money to help pay for the materials.  The bridge turned out very 
nice and I want to thank the Cowiche Canyon Conservancy for 
letting me do this project.”

Cowiche Canyon Conservancy thanks YOU, Ryan, 
for this great improvement to our trail!     

Tagged Monarch Butterflies on Showy Milkweed 
Photo Credit:  David James
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Quiet Spaces 
by Kevin Jensen, Education and Community 

Outreach Program Volunteer

     When my wife and I first moved from the big city to Yaki-
ma, we purchased a country house surrounded by orchards.  
Our new environment was so different that for six months I 
fretted, especially at night.  The problem?  It was too quiet.  
Anything could be lurking out there in the silence.
     Fast-forward fourteen years.  I feel entirely at home in the 
silence.  On a good night, I might hear coyotes howl or great-
horned owls hoot.  On other nights, I listen to the breeze 
blowing through the trees.

     There’s something unsettling and refreshing about quiet 
spaces.  Their silence is unfamiliar.  They intimidate us with 
their openness, especially the larger ones.  Within their still-
ness we’re small.  But we’re also free - free to listen, to think, 
to breathe.  Eschewing the business of noisy places, quiet 
spaces offer rest for our ears, minds, and bodies.
     Cowiche Canyon with its creek bed and uplands and Snow 
Mountain Ranch with its woods, meadows, and mountain 
slopes offer two of Yakima’s best quiet spaces.  My favorite 
spot this time of year, the East Riparian Trail at SMR, offers 
distance from roads, homes, and orchards.  There, at the best 
moments, the most intrusive sounds are the gentle gurgle of 
Cowiche Creek and the melodic chatter of songbirds.  Espe-
cially when there’s snow, which has a marvelous capacity for 
muffling noise, the riparian meadow can be strikingly silent.
     Then again, there’s much to be said for the Cowiche Can-
yon trail, too, where the basalt cliffs block out sound from the 
surrounding neighborhoods the noise of nearly everything 
manmade.  Somehow the quiet there draws not only our ears 
but also our eyes to the nature all around us—the shrubs, the 
trees, the rocks, and anything that moves: insects, birds, and 
always the water.
     The Uplands Trail can be calm and serene, too, when most 
people are away at work.  Its views down into the canyon 
only serve to heighten the hushed serenity of a calm mid-
morning.
     Perhaps the place most devoid of noise, though, is SMR’s 
mountain summit.  A thousand or more feet above most 

anything that makes a clatter, it offers respite, a place to en-
joy a vista of the city and beyond while taking a break from 
its commotion.  Up that high, there’s a different rhythm: a 
steady heartbeat, a breeze, perhaps a distant sound from far 
below that strikes you as a foreigner in that rugged, beautiful 
landscape.
     We grow accustomed to the sounds of city life, I suppose, 
and that’s not a bad thing.  There’s energy in those sounds, 
and creativity.  Sometimes they jar us, like a jackhammer in 
the morning, but other times they delight us, like a friend’s 
voice calling out or a favorite song coming on the radio.
     But it’s good to get away from the noise now and then, 
to find a quiet space—a silent room, an uncrowded park, a 
trail through a canyon or up a mountain slope.  It’s calming, 
centering, restful.  Perhaps you’ll have a chance to explore a 
quiet space this winter, on a day when the wind is calm and 
it’s not too cold.  Maybe you’ll take some time there for med-
itation or prayer, or maybe you’ll just soak in those sounds 
that subtly make their homes in the quiet.
     Or maybe not.  Maybe you’ll go out with a group of 
friends and enjoy great conversation the whole time.  Maybe 
you’ll listen to a podcast about salmon habitat restoration 
as you jog alongside the creek.  Or maybe you’ll head out 
for a hike with your preschooler, hush her at just the right 
moment, and surprise her with the gentle sounds of water 
flowing, a hawk calling out in the sky, or the whisper of the 
wind wandering through the trees.

Art and Nature
     Cowiche Canyon Conservancy has long recognized the connec-
tion between art and nature.  The lands of CCC have been a source 
of inspiration for local artists over the years and art provides a 
wonderful way to connect people to the beauty of the land.   

     In July, CCC collaborated with the Boxx Gallery in Tieton, WA on 
an art exhibit, Outside the BOXX.  The exhibit featured 65 pieces of 
artwork by over 30 artists.  The art, all inspired by the shrub-steppe 
landscape, represented many different mediums - sculpture, pot-
tery, jewelry, photography, textiles, sketch and more.  Hundreds 
of people came through the Boxx Gallery during the month long 
exhibit and many pieces sold.   Photographer Andrew Elliott Black 
shared how participating in the exhibit impacted him, “The exhibit 
impressed upon me an urgency to take my photography seriously 
and print a photo for the first time; but more importantly, the 
exhibit inspired me to make a meaningful connection with the 

Outside the BOXX Art Exhibit, Photo credit: Lonny Smart

View from the Uplands, Photo credit: David Hagen
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photo’s subject, the land conserved and managed by the CCC.”  
Thank you to all the artists who participated in Outside the Boxx.  
The exhibit was possible because of you!
     The mission of the Boxx Gallery is to serve as a constant benefac-
tor for the neighboring Highland Food Bank with a percentage of 
the art sales from the exhibit going to support the operational costs 
of the Food Bank.  CCC was happy to be part of this effort to support 
the local community in Tieton.  And.... the exhibit was so successful 
we are doing it again!
     CCC and the Boxx Gallery are pleased to announce our 2018 
collaboration - Images of the Shrub-Steppe, an art exhibit inspired 
by the shrub-steppe lands of the Yakima Valley.  This juried exhibit 
will be up at the BOXX gallery during the months of July and Au-
gust.  The Call to Artists will open in the spring with a June 2, 2018 
deadline for entries.   All media welcome.  Details will be available in 
March on the CCC website.

Music & Monarchs
     CCC held it’s 3rd annual Music & Monarchs Butterfly Release 
Party in late August.  This popular event was held at Cowiche Creek 
Brewing Company in Cowiche where over 500 adults and children 
joined in the celebration.  Close to 100 tagged Monarch butterflies 

were released into the wild and 
began their voyage south for the 
winter.  Blake Noble, Australian 
Guitarist, Didgeridoo player and 
a local favorite, entertained the 
audience as the Monarchs flew 
off.  
      The Monarchs released at 
the event are part of a larger 
research project led by Dr. David 
James, WSU entomologist, to 
study the biology and migra-
tion of Monarchs in the Pacific 
Northwest.  CCC citizen science 
volunteers work with Dr. James 

to rear, tag, and release the Mon-
arch butterflies.  

    To learn more about Dr. James’ research and the migration of 
these winged beauties, check out the upcoming  CCC/YVC Biology 
Lecture Series.  Dr. James kicks off the series on Tuesday, January 
30 and the following night Dr. Javier Ponce Saavedra of the Univer-
sidad Michoacana de San Nicolas De Hidalgo will speak about the 
Monarchs in Mexico.  See the Calendar of Events on page 6 for more 
details. 
     
 

Graffiti Really Hurts
by Betsy Bloomfield, Conservation Director 

     Several years ago we had a heartbreaking case of the word 
PROM spray painted across our beloved Balanced Rock at Snow 
Mountain Ranch in very large letters.  Those letters happened to be 
in school colors, and we were able to track down the perpetrator 
thanks to their convenient posting of the incriminating selfie.  Yes—
brilliant, right?  We were able to get most of the graffiti removed, 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Dr. David James prepares to 
release Monarchs

but paint does more than just mar the beautiful landscape.  Sol-
vents, scrapers and in some cases cover-up paint leaves indelible 
traces, and kills the lichen communities that have been peacefully 
thriving on those rock faces for 
centuries.  This fall we put to-
gether a small volunteer group 
to tackle the graffiti springing 
up in Cowiche Canyon.   We 
experimented with different 
strippers, techniques and tools, 
including trying to paint over 
the more porous rock where 
solvents wouldn’t work.  
     As this is an on-going issue, 
we reached out to a great 
group of high school students 
that have been volunteer-
ing with us for the past 
several years.  The West Valley High School (WVHS)Ecology Club 
under the supervision of Mr. Kent  Wilkinson, a teacher at WVHS, 
volunteered to tackle the cliff faces and made great progress in  
diminishing the impact of careless vandalism.  Club member Mitali 
Kumar described why their group chose to get involved, “Graffiti is 
extremely detrimental to the environment and is disrespectful.  It’s 
really fun to go down there (Cowiche Canyon) as a club and help 
improve our world and know that our impact is helpful.” 
     We welcome volunteers interested in helping us with graffiti 
removal this spring.  Call (509) 248-5065 or email info@cowich-
ecanyon.org to get involved!

Overwhelmed by Generosity     

     Over the years we have made many new friends and 
have been warmed by the support of old friends who 
have been with us since the beginning.  We have been 
able to grow and sustain our work to protect new land, 
restore more native habitat, build new trails and intro-
duce more children and adults to the joy of learning new 
things about our wild lands.   We have been careful to 
steward your contributions, making each dollar do a lot 
of work for our mission.  As a small organization, we have 
never had a significant bequest - we have worked very 
hard to  build up a modest but steady operating fund con-
tribution by contribution, membership by membership.  
     This fall, we received a call that may only ever happen 
once in a small land trust’s lifetime.  The caller wanted to 
know if we were able to take a donation of property, and 
upon hearing that we certainly could, we learned that 
he and his wife were planning on donating their house 
to us!  They had just purchased a new home, and rather 
than selling their existing one, they decided to select a 
worthy charity that was meaningful to them to make the 
gift of a lifetime.  The house comes to us free and clear, 
allowing us to sell it and apply the proceeds to new lands, 
stewardship and trails!  This one contribution is the single 
largest gift we have ever received.  We are also delighted 
that they are allowing us to acknowledge them publicly, 
so THANK YOU, RICK AND CINDY JOHNSON FOR AN EX-
TRAORDINARY ACT OF CHARITABLE GIVING! 



2018 New Board Members
We are delighted to welcome Nate Fulton, Talia Ibargüen, and Amy 
Matthews to the Board of Directors!

Nate Fulton is the Agribusiness Specialty Practice Director for 
PayneWest Insurance. Nate earned his Economics degree from the 
University of Washington as well as a Marketing Certificate from 
the University of Washington Extension. He is a Central Washington 
native with deep roots in the tree fruit industry having worked for 
his grandparents apple growing and packing business in Omak, WA 
during his high school and college years. Nate and his wife live in 
Yakima with their two sons. In his spare time he enjoys tennis, golf, 
travelling and hiking with his family. He’s proud to have summitted 
both Mount Adams and Mount Rainier.

Talia Ibargüen was born and raised in the Chugach State Park in 
south central Alaska. She received a B.S. in Environmental Science 
and Wildlife Biology from Northeastern University, and eventually 
earned a Masters of Environmental Science and Management from 
the University of California Santa Barbara. She works as the Sus-
tainability Manager at Yakima Chief – Hopunion where she works 
to build corporate strategies centered around sustainable agricul-
ture, community enrichment and stakeholder engagement. 

Amy Matthews is the Brand Manager at Select Botanicals Group, 
LLC (SBG), a grower owned integrated crop management company, 
specializing in breeding new hop varieties.  Amy formalized SBG’s 
stewardship program, which focuses on improving local community 
through support for individuals and organizations dedicated to sus-
tainability, education and health and well-being.  Amy grew up in 
Cleveland, Ohio, and made Yakima her home on a permanent basis 
after college.  Amy holds a Master of Science degree in Resource 
Management from Central Washington University.  Amy has two 
sons that keep her busy while not working.

We extend our sincere thanks to outgoing Board Members 
Ann Willis and Curtis Sundquist.  

Ann and Curtis have spent countless hours carrying out the mission 
of CCC over the past 10 years, serving on various committees in ad-

dition to their work on the Board of Directors.  Thank you, 
Curtis and Ann, for your many years of service and dedication.
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CALENDER OF EVENTS

Voyage of the Monarch
a collaboration with Yakima Symphony Orchestra, Yakima-Morelia Sister City Association,  

and friends celebrating the annual migration of the Monarch

Voyage of the Monarch Art Exhibit  
images of the Monarch and its annual migration  

January - March 2018 
Essencia Artisan Bakery | 4 N. Third Street, Yakima

Artists Reception Friday, February 2 | 6:30 pm

Children’s Art Making Event with Artist Christie Tirado 
Saturday, January 20 | 10 am & 11:30 am 

Downtown Yakima Library | 102 N. Third Street, Yakima 

The Monarch Butterfly in Mexico: More Than a Migration
A lecture by Dr. Javier Ponce Saavedra, Universidad Michoacana de San Nicolas de 

Hidalgo, Morelia, Michoacan, Mexico
Wednesday, January 31 | 7 pm | Deccio Building, Parker Room  

YVC Campus 16th Ave & Nob Hill 

Community Walks

Saturday, January 20 @ 10 am 
Looking for Animal Tracks, Snow Mountain Ranch

Saturday, March 24 @ 10 am
Native Plants and Wildflowers, Cowiche Canyon - Uplands

Saturday, April 7 @ 10 am 
Bird Walk, Snow Mountain Ranch

 
Saturday, April 21 @ 10 am

EARTH DAY, Cowiche Canyon - Weikel
Guided walks, talks and demonstrations along the Canyon Trail

Saturday, May 26 @ 10 am
Butterflies, Snow Mountain Ranch

Winter Lecture Series with 
YVC Biology Department

Biology & Conservation of Monarch Butterflies
 in the Pacific Northwest, Presenter:  Dr. David James

Tuesday, January 30 @ 7 pm, Deccio Building, Parker Room

Demystifying Pacific Lamprey:  History, Ecology, Biology,  
Threats & Restoration, Presenter:  Ralph Lampman

Tuesday, February 27 @ 7 pm, Glenn Anthon Hall 215

The Beauty of Burns and Value of Post-Fire Habitats for Wildlife
Presenter:  Dr. Teresa Lorenz

Tuesday, March 13 @ 7 pm, Glenn Anthon Hall 215

For more information about CCC Activities and Events  
go to cowichecanyon.org and click on News & Events. 

NEWS AND EVENTS

SAVE THE DATE
COWICHE CANYON ROCKS 2018

Garden Party & Auction
Sunday, April 29 - 2 to 5 pm  

Yakima Area Arboretum

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

CCC Volunteers were recently given the “Unsung  
Heroes” Award by Yakima Downtown Rotary.  
Rotary recognizes individuals, and occasionally 
groups, for outstanding community service.
 
The volunteers of CCC are involved in all aspects of 
the organization: stewardship, trail maintenance and 
development, education and community outreach - leading walks 
and field trips, teaching school age kids about the shrub-steppe, 
event planning, and fundraising!   

WE ARE BECAUSE OF YOU!  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!
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MeMberships - rise to the top: Barnhill, James & Dee | Darracott, Cathy & Jo 
Reeves | Effler, Dean & Martha | Fairchild, Darrin | Frank, WD | Holtzinger, Sara & 
Mark | Irwin, Meg & Dave | Patterson, Alan & Connie | Schaake, Paul & Terri
sage to suMMit:  Avery, Jim & Karin | Boyd, Tom & Becky Lang-Boyd | Britt, Ron 
& Kathie | Dezellem, Bill | Huang, Ed | Kirk, Jane | Knox, Sam & Amber | Maples, 
Mike & Marjorie Henderson | Marieskind, Helen | McAdams, Scott & Frances | Mc-
Clure, Brian | Prentice, Andrea | Redman, Carol & Gipp | Rockstrom, Ron & Linda 
| Stenehjem, J Aaron & Joy | Sundquist, Curtis & Mary | Trammell, Jeff & Diane | 
Tweedy, Helen L | Tweedy, Matt & Anne | Yates, Ray & Debra Kroon
save an acre: Altmayer, Steve & Andrea | Bernfeld, Barry | Blount, Brian & Barbara 
| Booth, Nancy | Brockway, Mike & Sheri | Cleary, Sean & Anita | Douglas, Bill & 
Sally | Franklund, David & Charlene | Fulton, Erin & Nate | Gilbert, Cragg & Barb 
Smith | Gunderson, Sue & Michael | Hagen, David & Karen Wayenberg | Hanses, 
Charley | Hargreaves, Dave & Cindy | Hill,  Steve & Carole | James, Dr. David & 
Tanya | Kaplan, Jeffrey & Lisbeth | Kelly, Brenda & Jonah Christian | Knoke, Terri 
& Mark Mease | Kobes, Gerald & Shaunna | Licht, Hamilton & Carol | Liebe, Diane 
& Kyle Heisey | McCarthy, Norm & JoAnn | Melhorn, Timothy & Janet Hanthorn | 
Miller, Gary & Claire Carpenter | Monick, Colleda & Nathan | Monick, Duane & Kirsten 
| Patterson, Deb | Prater, Mark & Jennifer | Prentice, Andrea | Rathbone, William 
& Cathy | Rossmeissl, John & Nancy | Roy, Mark & Deb | Schwartz, Brandy & Matt 
| Sundquist, Patricia | Velikanje, George & Mavis | Von Stubbe, William & Carol | 
Warren, Doug & Jennifer
Land steward: Ball, Susan | Bjorneby, Ladd | Blair, Rich & Becky | Brown, David 
& Linda Burdette | Brown, George | Chama, Ricardo | Cooper, Dennis & Paula | 
Drew, Richard & Rebecca | Fairbank, Matt & Michele Besso | Feldmann, Bill & Janet 
| Frank, Andrew | Frank, Larry & Phyllis | Gabriel, Joe & Nancy | Gargas, Donald & 
Jane | Gavin, F. James & Eileen | Helseth, David & Kathy | Hicks, Joshua & Maddie 
| Hughes-Mickel, Leanne | Jacky, Scott & Mary | Kemp, Lola | Kenmotsu, Nancy | 
Lervold, Karen & Randy | Macleod, Margaret | Marik, Margaret | McWhorter, Mark & 
Jeanie | Monoian, Jan | Olivares, Carlos & Barbara | Sauve, Melissa & Tom | Smith, 
Patrick | Stenehjem, Kenneth & Mildred | Sundquist, Steve & Cynthia | Swart, Joyce 
| Taki, Ryoko & Katsumi | Tierney, Kathy & Michael Jach | Vaskas, Al | Vornbrock, 
John & Paula | Wayenberg, Dorre | Weise, Steven & Stephanie | Willis, Bruce & Ann 
| Wyles, Michelle & Rob | Zehm, Polly | Zeilman, Tom
traiL bLazer: Baldwin, Wayne & Marilyn | Baris, Daniel & Geraldine | Bauer,  Mark 
& Margie | Baule, John | Belsher, Stan & Diana Bailey | Bloomfield, Betsy & Jeff 
Tayer | Bosch, William | Braden, Karen | Braden, Robert | Brown, Terri | Cline, 
Barbara & Phil | Coleman, Thomas | Conley, Julie & Alex | Conner, Ralph & Cyndi 
| Cook, Beatrice | Corpron, Doug & Betty | Dibari, John & Judy | Easterly, Richard 
& Debra Salstrom | Eglin, Tom & Margaret | Faller, William | Fitch, Jim & Sally | 
Forsythe, Kay & Tuck | Funk, Katherine & Michael Collins | Gamlem, Ted | Gilbert, 
Nate & Natalie Begay | Graham, Ron & Sue | Hatton, Spencer & Leslie | Heinzen, 
Joel & Barbara | Hennessy, Kathy | Ibarguen, Talia | Jenkins, Shelley & David Kirk | 
Ketcham, Jheri & Chris | Lattomus, Susan | Lewis, Edith | Lewis, Peggy | Lisowski, 
Edward | Marquand,  Ed & Mike Longyear | Martin, Gina | Matsen, Frederick & Anne 
| Matthews, Amy | Merrell, Ray & Eileen | Miller, Martin & Amy | Muehleck, Steve 
& Laura | Nagle-McNaughton, Elizabeth & Paul | Nelson, Carolyn | Parsons, Jenifer | 
Polage, Dr. David & Glenna | Reiss, Paul & Beatrice | Revolution Cycles | Richmond, 
Daniel & Amy Turner | Riel, Theresa | Roberts, Brian & Darcie | Rose, John & 
Patricia | Rozdilsky, Mary Lou | Schrank, Ethan | Schwabauer,  Charles | Seifert, Ed 
& Gayle | Shaw, Cindy  - in memory of Betsy Frank | Stasiuk, Melina & Jan | Stover, 
Ed | Tayer, Delma | Taylor, Bette S. | Tolonen, Ken & Margaret Morris | Whitmont, 
Andrew | Yakima Valley Audubon Society 
FaMiLy: Abreu, Cesar & Terese | Anderson, Eric & Lori | Backer, Martin | Baldi, Jeb 
& Gloria | Beireis, Shannon & Gene | Beman, Thomas J. | Blethen, Cal & Bridget | 
Chaplin, Don & Gwen | Chicken,  Bob & Carrie | Clausing, Ted & Deborah | Cleve-
land, Greg & Barb | Comeau, Carolyn & James Leier | Cooper, Bryce, Rikki & Erik | 
Desserault, Michael & Jani Iverson | Dodge, Eric & Kirstin | Estep, John & Lee Ann 
| Fisher, Bob & Carol Hassen | Fitzpatrick, Patty & James Ames | Fletcher, Evans 
& Carol | Garcia, Sarah & Jason Kanski | Grippin, Jim & Jeannie | Gurol, Kamuron 
| Hagen, Jeff & Joyce | Herr, Brent & Lisa | Hertel, Jim & Jackie | Hoge, Philip | 
Hopkins, Celisa | Hunsperger, Lee & Edith | Hunter, Patrick & Marilyn | Isley, Stan & 
Lori | Jensen, Kevin & Jenny | Johnson, Eric, Jill and Eryn | Keeler, Larry & Jean | 
Kinney, Dan & Eileen | Klein, Tony & Amy | Kuhn, Steven & Mariam | Lange, Walt & 
Evva | LeCompte, Cathy & Lawrence Putman | Lemp, Melissa & Bill Glenski | Lind-
horst, Karen & Randy | Matsumura, Tina | McCulloch, Robert | Miller, Mark & Brenda 
| Mobley, Clay & Mary Ann | Moore, Linda & Leigh Anderson | Mortimer, Bruce & 
Linda | Mulqueen, Susan | Palmer, Roger & Beth | Perry, Thomas | Perryman, Pam 
| Pierce, Lyda & Paul Jeffrey | Pruiett, Jeff & Patty | Quint, Karen & Kerry | Reed, 
Rex & Cathy | Reinbold, Mathias & Mary | Rodgers, Kim & Michele McGinnis | Ryd-
berg, William | Schroeder, Michael & Betsy Larson | Sears, Bruce & Susan | Shelton, 
Dan & Sandra | Simpson, Bruce & Denali Granholm | Smith, Arthea | Solowan, Ernie 
& Ruth | Stepniewski,  Ellen & Andrew | Stevens, Jeff & Lucy | Stevenson, John & 
Cynthea Bogel | Swanson, Megan & Mark |Talbott, Jerry & Susan | Tillson, Jeffrey 
| Tweedy, Shawn & Megan | Umbarger, Virgil & Selma | Van Ryder, Betty Anne | 
VanAmburg, Ken & Virginia | Vonfeld, Jack & Bev | Wahl, Robert & Leslie | Webster, 

Richard & Suzanne Weddle | Weiner, Terry | Wiehl, Dick & Inga | Wilcox, Pamela & 
Family | Wilkinson, Kent & Kyle | WVHS Ecology Club  
reguLar: Born, Nancy Jo | Graf, Richard & Kimberly | Janson, Greg | John, Norb & 
Helen | Kasprzak, Michael | King, Gordon | Krueger, Henner & Karen | Kulik, M. 
Aileen | Kushner, Mark | Lust, Nancy | Lynx, David & Timothy Jeske | Nolz, Alison | 
Perun, Pamela | Rasmussen, Sarah | Reid, Christine & Dennis Granstrand | Schulz, 
Nona | Stewart, Kristian | Stotsenberg, Karen | Tamsky, Daniel | Tarara, Julie M. | 
Wiley, Donnell | Yakima Medical Clinic | Zimmer, William
student/senior: Bacon, Bruce & Rosanne | Berndt, Greg & Dottie | Brill, Gary | 
Brown, James B | Candace J Vance Trust | Cornue, Deborah | Dennison, Joyce G. 
| Fleming, Martha | Greenough, Charles & Lois | Groshong, Matthew & Kathleen | 
Hefflinger, Carole & Leroy | Highland, Nadine & Mike McCoy | Hiler, Mike | Hodgson, 
John & Doris | Ireland, Karen | Jepsen,  Mary | Jones, Alan & Ophelia | Kjellman, 
Judith | Klavano, Byrna & Bob | Kloster, Thomas & Janet | Knoke, Noel | Kovalik, 
Kim | Layfield, Linda & Roger Severson | Loechelt, Hans & Yoshioka, Teri | Mann, 
Elizabeth | Melody A Kegley Trust | Pooler, Warren & Mary | Rohret, Victor | Shinn, 
Guy & Mary | Smyer, Leslie | Sterns, Kay | Taggart-Deffinbaugh, Cindy & Ron | War-
ren, Melinda | Wasson, Sandy

capitaL Campaign 2016: Brian & Buffy Alegria | Marietta Clements-Hobbs | 
CPC International Apple Co. | DOMEX Superfresh Growers | Roy Farms, Inc. | The 
Shields Family

Major giFts: Anonymous 1 | Anonymous 2 | Anonymous 3 | Roland Lilley & 
Nicky Bocek-Lilley

cowiche canyon rocks 2017: Berndt, Greg & Dottie | Bloomfield, Betsy & Jeff 
Tayer | Gamlem, Ted | Maier, Russell & Sara Cate | Wilson, Larry & Monika 
Franz

cowiche canyon rocks 2018 sponsorship: Allan Bros. Inc. | Bauer Family Den-
tal | Colonial Lawn & Garden, Inc | CubCrafters, Inc. | Leonard Rickey Investment 
Advisors PLLC | Loofburrow Wetch Architects | Stokes Lawrence Velikanje Moore 
& Shore | Vaux Shoes, Inc.

in MeMory oF betsy Frank: Irwin, Meg & Dave
in MeMory oF chris Lewis: Halverson, Fred & Marie
in MeMory oF joan MiLLer: Kelly, Elizabeth
in MeMory oF danieL stuber: Zirkle, JD & Joann

in honor oF cLay MobLey's passion For preserving wiLd spaces For aLL to enjoy:  
Mobley, Kendrick

washington state secretary oF state coMbined Fund drive: Hernandez, Jes-
sica | Hopkins, Sean | Tayer, Jeff

schooL FieLd trip contributions: Valley View Elementary 

speciaL donations: Ron & Kathie Britt | C4CCC | Cowiche Creek Brewing 
Company | Jim Cumming | Cathy Darracott & Jo Reeves | Fresh Hop Group | Jeff 
Kozma  | John Hebert | Janell Hodge | Robyn  Rossmeisl | Darrell Tew - Eagle 
Scout Bridge Donation | Wesley UMC Church 

voyage oF the Monarch artists: Nicky Bocek | Ann Marta Bowker |Sara Cate | 
Dennis Crane | Carol Fletcher | Evans Fletcher |Meghan Flynn | Elizabeth Freitag 
| Barbara Green | David Hagen | Corinne Hines | Celisa Hopkins | Doug Johnson 
| David Lynx | Elizabeth Montes de Oca | Diane Murphy | Dave Nelson | Kay 
Perrault |Carol Perry | Penn Shelton | Lonnie Smart | Barb Smith Gilbert | Joyce 
Swart | Toni Wilson | Lucy Young

speciaL thanks: Andrew Elliott Black | Jay Carskadden | C4CCC (Creating 4 
Cowiche Canyon Conservancy: Nicky Bocek-Lilley, Leslie McClure & Cec Vogt) 
| Cowiche Canyon Kitchen + Icehouse | Yakima Downtown Rotary | Fremont 
Brewing Co. | Ted Gamlem | David Hagen | Michael Jach | David James | Kevin 
Lucas | Darcie Roberts | Sagebrush Sallies (Sally Rose & Julie Conley) | Chad 
Stover | Ed Stover | Donnie Cawthorn - Timpke Welding | Mark Epperson - Gary 
J. Trepanier Excavating | West Valley High School Ecology Club

in kind support: Bale Breaker Brewing Co. | Cowiche Canyon Kitchen + 
Icehouse | Cowiche Creek Brewing Company | Jackie Jones, Think All Day | Jay 
Carskadden - graphic design | Inklings Bookshop | Prediletto, Halpin, Scharnikow 
& Nelson| Yakima Herald Republic | Yakima Valley Community Foundation

We make every effort to acknowledge all of our donors accurately.  If we have listed any names 
incorrectly or failed to list you in this issue, we apologize and want to correct our mistakes.  

Please contact us at (509) 248-5065 with corrections.  Thank you!

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS
The following list includes contributions received between July 1 and December 31, 2017



The word Cowiche, sometimes spelled Cowychee, is said to mean “footbridge between the valley and the mountains.”
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Cal Blethen, President

Nate Gilbert, Vice President 
Betsy Nagle-McNaughton, Secretary
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Ted Gamlem, Past President
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Tim Franks
Nate Fulton

Talia Ibargüen
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Amy Matthews
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COWICHE CANYON 
CONSERVANCY

P.O. Box 877
Yakima, WA 98907

Phone: 509-248-5065
Fax: 509-248-5065

info@cowichecanyon.org

Your membership donation supports the lands you love.

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
 Student/Senior ...............................$25 Land Steward.................................$125

 Regular Member ............................$35 Save an Acre ...................................$250

 Family .................................................$50 Sage to Summit ............................$500

 Trail Blazer ........................................$100 Rise to the Top Club ....................$1000

Become part of our Monthly Giving Program: 

Go to cowichecanyon.org to donate on-line and click on Support Our Work. 

Or mail your contribution to:
Cowiche Canyon Conservancy  

P.O. Box  877  |  Yakima, WA  98907  

cowichecanyon.org

The mission of Cowiche Canyon Conservancy is to protect our shrub-steppe 
and connect people to this vanishing landscape.


