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GREETINGS, COWICHE CANYON CONSERVANCY FRIENDS!
As we begin the
dog days of summer
and say goodbye to
the spring flower
season, our thoughts
turn to early morning
walks along Cowiche
Creek, and evening
strolls on the Canyon
rim to catch the rising
moon. One of the
Solstice moon rise over South Rim
best ways to spend a
summer evening enjoying our wild country is to visit the NHV and Wilridge Wineries tasting rooms on
Naches Heights. Take yourself on a journey to discover the different kinds of connections between Naches
Heights and the Canyon. Hint: the first big connection
is the geology. Naches Heights was formed about a
million years ago when molten lava flowed down from
the Goat Rocks area, creating a unique fifty-mile long
massive ridge. What we currently take for granted as
Naches Heights used to be the Naches River. The giant lava flow filled the old river valley and moved the
Naches River over to where it is now. It also covered
the much more ancient Columbia Basalt formation on
the north rim of Cowiche Canyon, which formed about
fourteen million years ago. Since their fiery origins,
the Heights and the Canyon have eroded and slowly
built up the soils that support both agriculture and our
stunning native plant life.
This takes us to our next discovery—the Heights
and the Canyon share that special “terroir”, meaning
the unique climate, soil and landforms that lend distinction to local wine grapes. Sharing the terroir along
with the grapes on the Heights is the organic hop field
at the east end of the Canyon, established by the Britt
Family and Carpenter Ranches. All of the Britts’ Canyon hops go into the award winning Cowiche Canyon

Fresh Hop Ale made by the Fremont Brewing Company in Seattle.
We are also connected through
wonderful partnerships with
NHV/Wilridge Wineries, Carpenter Ranches, the Britt Family
and Fremont Brewing Company.
We are connected by our shared
value in these lands. Our terroir
has “cultivated” not only mutual appreciation but active support for our work. Carpenter Ranches and the
Britt Family support Cowiche Canyon Conservancy
directly by sponsoring our annual fundraising event,
Cowiche Canyon Rocks. The Britts’ donate part of the
proceeds of their hop sale to CCC. Fremont Brewing
Company also has a strong value for conservation and
sustainable agriculture and they commit a substantial
donation of proceeds
from Cowiche Canyon Fresh Hop Ale to
CCC each year. NHV
hosts a rewards program for hikers who
visit the winery and
shares their space
with us to host comCowiche Canyon Hops
munity events. Our
Photo Credit: David Hagen
lands give us so much
to enjoy throughout the year, and each season brings
new insights into the obvious and subtle connections
among ourselves and nature. In this issue of Cowiche
Canyon Columns, find out how our connections to you
continue to grow and thrive.
								
Stay cool! Betsy Bloomfield

ON OUR TRAILS
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Trails, Repairs and Improvements
by Ed Stover, Trails Committee Volunteer

When it rains, it doesn’t pour. Not in the Yakima Valley. Not
usually. But weather-as-usual isn’t the norm anymore, not with
climate change. Remember the arid winter of 2014-15? Now
we have the winter of 2015-16, when the Valley got hammered
by a series of intense storms.
—In December, heavy snow and rain triggered a major rockfall in Cowiche Canyon between Bridges 6 and 7. That trail
segment has since re-opened, but users are warned to watch
for falling rock; don’t linger in the rockfall area.
—In February, sudden warming and subsequent snow-melt
caused Cowiche Creek to jump its banks, inundating a trail
segment in the Canyon between Bridge 11 and the East Uplands Trail junction.
—In March, a gully-washer in the Cowiche Valley west of
Yakima caused serious erosion at Snow Mountain Ranch
(SMR), mainly Ravine 1 and the lower meadow between Ravine 1 and the kiosk adjacent to Cowiche Creek.
—In each of those areas, plus the Uplands, other trails also
felt the bite of the weather, or at least were nibbled and
gnawed at by excessive runoff.
There were some silver linings to the trail damage caused
by this year’s flooding. Most importantly, an amazing team
of CCC volunteers and supporters stepped up to help repair
the damage. CCC staff and volunteers continue to monitor the
rockfall area. The rocks are sizable, too big to move by hand.
Clearing debris will take time. Meanwhile, the trail is usable,
though bicyclists and people on horseback need to dismount to
get through. Further east, the flooded segment near Bridge 11
has been raked and cleared.
At SMR, the Ravine 1 erosion has led to a promising relationship with the Washington Trails Association (WTA),
which, with its statewide outreach, advertised a “Snow Mountain Ranch Work Party” for Saturday, June 4, National Trails
Day. The result was 17 volunteers from WTA, CCC, and the
Cascadians (which made the event one of its regular outings).
In the words of WTA Chief Crew Leader Lisa Black: “Wowza!
What a great National Trails Day morning we had!” The 17
volunteers divided up into four work parties that were able to
repair much of the erosion damage along the Cowiche Moun-

Volunteers on
National Trails Day
Photo Credit:
Ed Stover

tain West Trail. Thank you to all the volunteers for the beautiful new trail!
Trailhead security is another ongoing challenge. “Every
time the Conservancy hears of another car break-in we feel the
pain of the car owner,” says Ted Gamlem, Board President.
While break-ins aren’t numerous, that does not diminish the
loss for those who have been robbed. Unfortunately, opportunistic burglars are difficult to catch in the act, and cameras
to monitor parking areas aren’t practical either. “Cameras are
difficult to install where bad guys can’t get at them but we can,
and getting from a picture to a car prowl prosecution has a very
low likelihood of success,” says Executive Director, Betsy
Bloomfield. “We would far rather prevent the crime than to try
to prosecute it.” New signs have been posted at all trailheads
reminding trail users not to leave valuables behind in their cars
when they are out on CCC trails.
Making trails user-friendly continues to be a priority for the
Trails and Recreation Committee, which in 2015 upgraded trail
signage throughout the system. In 2016, that process continues
thanks to a $10,000 grant from the Southwest Rotary Club.
The first step is new benches at six strategic locations—three
in the Canyon/Uplands area, and three at SMR. Right now, one
bench (designed by Ted Gamlem) is in place: in the Uplands
near the intersection of the Lone Pine and Radio Flyer trails.
Five more benches will be installed this summer.

Ted Gamlem, CCC Board President, on a newly installed bench

The proposed South Rim Trail in the Uplands continues to
be a priority, though physical work on the trail has been stalled
due to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Environmental Assessment (EA) on the segment that crosses BLM land.
The EA is necessary before trail development can begin. That
doesn’t mean volunteers can’t start work on those sections on
CCC property. Gamlem said the CCC hopes its new connection with the WTA will help in that process. “Working with
WTA trail development experts, we have been able to make
significant progress on what should become a memorable new
feature in the Uplands. The South Rim Trail will give trail users some remarkable Canyon views.”

ON OUR LANDS

K-9 to the Rescue
by Betsy Bloomfield, Executive Director
Welcome to the subset of working dogs that devote their lives to search and rescue (SAR) missions.
We were contacted this
summer by Ruth Hanson and Cal Thompson, Executive Officers
with the Yakima County Search and Rescue
K-9 Team, a non-profit
organization providing
volunteer SAR services
to the Yakima County
Kona and Skye
Sheriff’s Department.
Ruth and Cal met with CCC to ask permission for
periodic use of our lands for ongoing training of human handlers and their K-9 partners. We have the
perfect landscape for local training opportunities, and
we held a training event on a rainy Saturday in midJune at the Scenic Uplands. These people are incredibly devoted to their mission, getting out every other
weekend and mid-week evenings throughout the year
to train with their dogs. Their intensive training results in dogs and handlers that meet national standards for SAR skills, and prepares them for responding to the dozen or so missions they are called out on
each year. Given that they cover territory from the
peaks of the Cascades to “paw-scorching hot summer days” in the desert, this team is doing us all an
enormous service. We’re happy (tails wagging) to be
a participant in this great work!

Yakima County SAR Team at the Scenic Uplands

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer for
the Yakima County SAR team, contact Ruth Hanson, Team Leader and Training Coordinator, or Cal
Thomson, Secretary, at their website: http://www.
site.google.com/site/yakimacountysearchdogs.
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Capital Campaign 2016

The clock is ticking...Cowiche Canyon
Conservancy has an opportunity to protect the
last 200 acres of privately owned land within Snow
Mountain Ranch. We need to raise $200,000 by
September and you can help.
Acquiring these remaining 200 acres will knit together the landscape at SMR and prevent future
development in the heart of this land. This land
offers scenic views of the eastern end of SMR and
is home to badger burrows, meadowlarks, and
colorful wildflowers.

Help protect the last remaining wild
places for people like you to enjoy.
Protect 1 acre for $1,000
Protect ½ acre for $500
Every dollar counts, help us reach

our goal of $200,000 with your donation.

Send your contribution to:
Cowiche Canyon Conservancy
Capital Campaign 2016
P.O. Box 877
Yakima, WA 98907

For more information or to contribute online
go to: www.cowichecanyon.org

EDUCATOR’S CORNER
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Big Little Things

by Kevin Jensen, Education and Community Outreach
Program Volunteer
They say pennies add up and every second counts. Little things do
matter. This spring, our Education and Community Outreach (ECO)
Program has been doing little things. Monthly Community Walks, a
Meditation Hike, our Earth Day hike featuring expert speakers and
even a resident artist, and new hikes hosted at Naches Heights Vineyard into Cowiche Canyon have introduced CCC lands to the public.
Groups from three schools and one church enjoyed outings hosted by
our Trail Guides, and children especially benefitted as they learned
about the shrub-steppe ecosystem.
These were only brief encounters with members of our community
and guests from outside the Yakima area. But little things like these
build into big things.
A couple from Tacoma participated in a recent butterfly tagging hike
and were thrilled to be out in nature, learning how tagging is done. A
woman from Seattle joined our June Community Walk just to see butterflies in the canyon and was delighted to find several. Another woman
joined a Meditation Hike and walked through Cowiche Canyon for the
first time; though she has lived in Yakima her whole life, she never
even knew the Canyon existed. A couple from Orlando, Florida, joined
a guided hike through Cowiche Canyon and witnessed several types of
desert flora for the first time.
Education. New experiences. Exploration. Appreciation. Little
things.
Families encountered CCC representatives at the Yakima Area Arboretum’s annual Arbor Festival in April and learned about hiking venues only a few miles from home. A high school student from Stanton
Academy had “take a hike” on her bucket list and was able to check it
off after a field trip to Snow Mountain Ranch and a hike up the western
slope of Cowiche Mountain. She was already planning her next hike
when she left. Other school kids spotted swallowtail butterflies and
owlets and even aphids, and their joy in investigating nature grew. One
student from Naches Valley Middle School sent a note to the CCC after
a field trip to SMR, telling us, “This was a life-changing experience.”

Life-changing experiences. First hikes. Owlets. Little things.
The ancient Greek poet Hesiod once said, “If you add a little to a
little and do this often, soon the little will become great.” Thanks to our
ECO Program Volunteers, our CCC staff and Board, and your participation and support, we’re adding a little to a little, often and again, and
making something great. Thanks for being a part of it.

Citizen Science and Project Rattlesnake
by Holt Williamson, Education and Community
Outreach Program Volunteer
Several years ago, Professor Dan Beck, Central Washington University (CWU) herpetologist (someone who studies reptiles and amphibians), gave a well-received presentation at Yakima Valley College (YVC). His talk was part of the annual Winter Lecture Series
co-hosted by the YVC Biology Department and Cowiche Canyon
Conservancy. Dr. Beck presented on reptiles found in the sagebrush
steppe lands of Cowiche Canyon and Snow Mountain Ranch. His
lecture ended with a proposal that YVC, CCC and CWU partner to
launch a Citizen Science Project to capture, radio tag and track rattlesnakes in the Canyon. Dr. Beck long considered Cowiche Canyon a
perfect place to study these intriguing creatures, thanks to the many
sightings over the years. There were two desired outcomes of this
project. First, we hope to learn more about the life strategies of these
critters. And, the second was to enable our members, visitors and the
community to have a new understanding and respect for this often
feared creature.
Are there rattlesnakes in Cowiche Canyon?
Yes. Believe it or not that is good news. It is good because people
interested and involved with the Canyon are proud of the Canyon’s
wild features characterized by a wide variety of biological resources.
There are few critters that inspire and reflect wildness like a rattlesnake. More importantly, the rattlesnake is an indicator species, like
the famous canary in the coal mine. Biologists tell us that if there
are rattlesnakes, then their habitat – the resources necessary to support them - are present. Those resources are food, water, and protective cover. Biologists know if resources are there for rattlesnakes,
then resources are there for a large supporting cast and crew, so to
speak. Rattlesnakes need relatively large and varied populations of
other plants and animals to exist. If there were no rattlesnakes in
Cowiche Canyon, then there would be a big a problem. If we don’t
have rattlesnakes, then what else don’t we have?
What do we know about rattlesnakes in Cowiche Canyon?
Unfortunately, not much. Most of what we know is from people moving through the Canyon that share anecdotal reports of times, seasons,
and locations of rattlesnake sightings. To answer our questions about
Cowiche Canyon rattlesnakes and the health of the Canyon environment, we knew we would have to use scientific investigation. Answering our questions would allow us to make broader assessments
about the general nature, character, and overall health of Cowiche
Canyon. Information about Cowiche Canyon’s rattlesnakes is just
a piece of the wonderful puzzle necessary to see and understand the
whole picture, much like the Conservancy’s highly successful Snow
Mountain Ranch studies of the Coronis Fritillary butterflies.
Studying Bob the Rattlesnake in Cowiche Canyon
A fundamental method to answer basic questions about rattlesnakes
is to find and capture one and implant a radio transmitter inside of it.
Tracking the movement of the tagged snake using telemetry equipment allows collection of basic rattlesnake data. To that end, a number of folks volunteered to assist Dr. Beck, researchers and students
from CWU and YVC on this project. The first order of business this
year was finding and capturing a rattlesnake, a task much more difficult than one might imagine. But, luck was with us. This April, two
young naturalists living at the east end of Cowiche Canyon found and
captured a rattler in their goat pasture. They named him Bob. Bob the
rattlesnake. Following his capture, Bob was transported to the CWU

WILDLIFE
campus in Ellensburg where Dr. Beck performed the surgery in his
laboratory to implant a small radio transmitter into Bob’s abdominal
cavity.
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night and again from 4:30 am to dawn. This species is equally
at home in deserts, wetlands, forests, grasslands, and cities.

Photo Credit: Heidi Shaw April 13, 2016 at SMR

Dr. Beck performs surgery on Bob the Rattlesnake

Following his surgery, Bob returned to Yakima where he was cared
for during his recovery. In early May, Bob was released back into the
wild – in the same goat pasture where he had been captured. Using
equipment supplied by Professor Jerred Seveyka, YVC Biology Department, volunteers, both experienced and novice, have spent time
tracking Bob’s movements since his release. We have been tracking
Bob for about a month now, from his release site to his ascent over
rugged terrain up a side canyon to what we believe to be his “spot”,
where he has remained fairly stationary since arrival. We are now in
a more data intensive collection stage. Ideally, we would like to find,
capture, and tag more rattlesnakes within the Canyon. A limiting factor is finding enough interested, brave and adventuresome folks to
volunteer in all phases of this study.
If you are interested in joining the Project Rattlesnake Citizen
Science team, call Cowiche Canyon Conservancy at (509) 248-5065.

Great Horned Owls typically nest in trees, usually adopting
a nest that was built by another species, but they also use cavities in live trees, buildings, or dead snags as they do at SMR.
Mated pairs are monogamous, often utilizing a single 1-square
mile territory throughout their mature lives, which explains
why hikers have observed owlets in this same snag for the past
several years. Egg laying is from early March to late April,
with typically two eggs per clutch. The owlets, covered in a
whitish gray down, grow quickly and begin to move to nearby
branches at six weeks.

Great Horned Owls at
Snow Mountain Ranch

by Judy Kjellman, Education and Community
Outreach Program Volunteer
Hikers at SMR have been rewarded the past several years
with sightings of nesting Great Horned Owls near the Ditch
Bank Trail. These distinct looking birds of countless legends
and storybooks can be recognized by their long, ear like tufts,
yellow eyes, and deep hooting voices.
Great Horned Owls (Bubo virginianus) are the most common
owl in North America and range throughout Central America
and parts of South America. Although populations have declined by about 43% since 1966, the species is not considered
threatened or endangered. This powerful predator can take
down birds and mammals larger than itself, but commonly feeds
on rabbits, mice, rats, voles, and frogs. Great Horned Owls are
nocturnal, doing most of their hunting between dusk and mid-

Photo Credit: Martha Effler, June 4, 2016 at SMR

The young are fed by the parents and then will begin to disperse
in the fall. Young birds are often “floaters” for another year or
two until they establish their own territories when they reach
sexual maturity at two years of age. The typical lifespan of a
Great Horned Owl is 13 years with most mortality in modern
times caused by flying into man-made objects such as buildings, cars, power lines, and barbed wire.
Credit: allaboutbirds.org

NEWS AND EVENTS
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Meet our New Board Member
CCC is delighted to welcome Nate Gilbert to our Board of
Directors. Nate was raised in the Yakima Valley and his family
has deep roots here. Nate’s love of adventure and the outdoors
began with family hiking and climbing trips as well as Boy
Scouts. After majoring in Geology in college and spending
some time traveling, Nate eventually settled in Yakima…for
a while. He and his brother Sean started Gilbert Cellars where
Nate made the first three vintages for Gilbert Cellars before
handing over the winemaking duties. Nate went on to earn a
Master of Architecture degree at the University of Washington
and returned to Yakima again in 2011. He works for the family
business, Gilbert Orchards. Nate decided to join the Cowiche
Canyon Conservancy Board of Directors because he thinks it
is an important part of the quality of life here in Yakima. He
loves to hike, bike and cross-country ski on CCC lands.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Tuesday Night Hike on the Heights

at NHV/Wilridge Wineries, 250 Ehler Road, Yakima

Tuesday, July 19, 6 pm
Tuesday, August 16, 6 pm
Tuesday, September 20, 6 pm

COWICHE
CANYON ROCKS
2016
Each Spring, Cowiche Canyon Hike at Snow Mountain Ranch,
by Artist Sara Cate
Conservancy holds our annual event,
Cowiche Canyon Rocks, where supporters of CCC gather together to celebrate...and raise money! This year, your generous support raised over $70,000 for our work to conserve
lands, improve trails and recreation opportunities, and to educate people of all ages about the wonders of the shrub-steppe.
We are grateful for all who attended Cowiche Canyon
Rocks and sent in contributions, for the incredible support
from the business community, for those who donated their art,
goods and services, and for the many volunteers who generously shared their time and talents for this event.
Thank you for investing in Cowiche Canyon Conservancy
and helping us connect people to this precious landscape.
Save the date for Cowiche Canyon Rocks 2017!
Sunday, April 30, 2 - 5 pm
at the Yakima Area Arboretum

CCC Trail Guides will lead you on a hike along the Winery Trail.

Music and Monarchs Butterfly
Release Party featuring Blake Noble
at NHV/Wilridge Wineries, 250 Ehler Road, Yakima

Sunday, August 28, 2 - 4 pm
Tickets are $10. Purchase at www.cowichecanyon.org

Education and Community
Outreach Program

Meetings are held at Yakima Valley Community Foundation,
111 University Parkway, Suite 102

Quarterly E.C.O. Program Meeting
Tuesday, July 12, 7 pm
Trail Guide and Volunteer Recruitment Meeting
Tuesday, October 11, 7 pm
If you are interested in being a CCC Trail Guide,
please attend this meeting.

Fall Colors Walks

Enjoy hikes of varying length and difficulty and
experience the beauty of the changing season.

Saturday, October 22, 10 am at Snow Mountain Ranch
For more information about CCC Activities and Events, go to
www.cowichecanyon.org and click on News & Events.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
This “shout out” goes to the volunteers who
repaired the lower section Cowiche Mountain
Trail West at Snow Mountain Ranch as part
of National Trails Day hosted by the
Washington Trails Association!
Lisa Black
John Hultquist
Jim Langdon
Bill Weir
Betsy Bloomfield
Tom Boyd
Alex Conley
Anna Conley
Thoralf Gamlem
Yvana Iovino
Becky Lang-Boyd
Edward Lisowski
Betsy Martin
Joseph Martin
Alison Nolz
Karen Stotsenberg
Ed Stover
Thank you for your hard work and dedication!
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THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS
The following list includes contributions received between January 12 and June 30, 2016

Memberships - Rise to the Top: Faringer, Norris & Alice | Sage to Summit: Beddeson, Mary | Save an Acre: Dufault, Jeremie | Helseth, David | Knebusch, Laurie &
Jim | Mercy, Kathi | Richmond, Jim & Susan | Land Steward: Brown, David & Linda
Burdette | Brown, George | Cascadians, The | Farina, Joe & Connie | Moshier, Laurie
| Olivares, Carlos & Barbara | Villbrandt, Robert & Donna | Trail Blazer: Backer,
Martin | Fairchild, Darrin | Gargas, Donald & Jane | Harris, Will & Julie | Hislop,
Virginia | Johnson, Daniel P. | Kelly, Brenda & Jonah Christian | Knoke, Terri & Mark
Mease | Schwabauer, Charles | Family: Anderson, Michael A. | Chama, Ricardo |
Ficek, Sharon | Greenberg, Barbara & Geoffrey | Herr, Brent & Lisa | Hull, Kim | Jensen, Kevin & Jenny | Kimel, Cynthia | Leakey, Lauren | LeBeau, Janet | Lee, Sam &
Chelsea Gudeon | Lolley, Reese & Kara | Mathieu, Debra | Mellotte, Cheryl | Weiner,
Terry | Winters, Ann M | Regular: Gilbert, Nate | Lee, Amanda | Student/Senior:
Brill, Gary | Collins, Lyle & Karen | Davis, Terry A | Dunbar, Cindy & Loren | Jones,
Alan & Ophelia | Knoke, Terri & Mark Mease | McDavid, Thomas | Parker, Gudrun |
Repp, Richard | Rohret, Victor | Trivette, Gisela
Capital Campaign 2016: Alegria, Brian & Buffy | Barnhill, Jim & Dee | Brown,
George | Campbell Orchards - Craig Campbell | CPC International Apple Co. |
Gilbert, Cragg & Barb Smith | Hagen, David & Karen Wayenberg | Miller, Ann |
Nagle-McNaughton, Elizabeth & Paul | Plath, Clifford & Janie | Rankin, David &
Purna | Richmond, Jim & Susan | Sundquist, Curtis & Mary | Tweedy, Helen |
Tweedy, Matt & Anne | Zeilman, Tom
In fond remembrance of Judge C. James Lust: Anderson, Darlene K. | Aucutt,
Jerry & Kay | Bacon, Frank & Suzanne | Benton, Jimmy & Maria | Berndt, Tom &
Diane | Bordeaux, Barbara | Brewer, Gayle & Shirley | Card, Dorothy | Dalebout,
Roland A. | Dekker, Bruce & Judy | Dickinsen, Doris | Ellis, Kathy | Fjeld, Linda
& Carter | Frank, W.D. | Gamlem, Ted & Barbara | Gavin, F. James & Eileen |
Gladman, Howard & Vicky | Halverson, Fred & Marie | Hanson, Lyn & Peggy |
Harthcock, Kerry & Gayle | Haven, Janice & James | Johnson, Bari & Trina |
Jones, Jan & Jean | Keith, Royal & Kay | Kissling, Gary & Nancy | Kline Construction | Mazzola, Donna | Miller, Ann | Miller, Bonnie | Nagle, Patti F. | Picatti,
Richard & Janice | Powell, Don | Randall, Doris & Jennifer | Riehl, Helen | Ritter,
Daniel | Shirey, Jonathon & Erin | Simonson, Richard & Susan | Slagg, Gary &
Carmen | Summitview Elementary School | Velikanje, George & Mavis | Yakima
Implement & Irrigation, Inc.
In fond remembrance of Jeanne Crawford: Gargas, Donald & Jane
In honor of Kyle Wilkinson: Clark, Mark & Stephanie | Wetzel, David & Kelly
Combined Fund Drive: Washington Secretary of State
Education Contributions: Marcus Whitman Cowiche Elementary | Naches Valley
School District | Stanton Academy
Special Donations: Babin, Christopher & Felicia Faringer | Darracott, Cathy & Jo
Reeves | Rennie, John | Riehl, Helen
In Kind Support: AMB Tools | Essencia Artisan Bakery | Scott Garland | Gary
Berg, G Force- Ariel Media | Jackie Jones, Think All Day | Naches Heights Vineyard
| Rod Nelson, Abeyta Nelson | Prediletto, Halpin, Scharnikow & Nelson| Morris
Shore & RoseMary Reed, Stokes Lawrence Velikanje Moore & Shore | Wilridge
Winery & Vineyard | Yakima Symphony Orchestra | Yakima Valley College | Yakima Valley Community Foundation
Cowiche Canyon Rocks 2016 Sponsorship: Anonymous | Apple Valley Eye Center
| Banner Bank | Barnhill, James & Dee | Bauer Family Dental | BORArchitecture,
PLLC | Ron Britt & Associates | Carpenter Ranches, LLC | CliftonLarsonAllen
LLP | Columbia Bank | Cowiche Canyon Kitchen + Icehouse | CubCrafters, Inc. |
Firman Pollen | Fremont Brewing Company | Generations OB/GYN PLLC | Gilbert
Orchards, Inc. | Glacier Sales, Inc. | Labberton, Dr. W. Kurt | Loofburrow Wetch
Architects | McKinney, Amanda & David | Miketa, Moriet L. | Pacific Power |
Rainier Plastics, Inc. | RBC Wealth Management | Riehl, Doran J. D.D.S., P.S. |

Riehl, Helen | Roy Farms | Select Botanicals G R O U P | Smart, Connell, Childers
& Verhulp P.S. | Solarity Credit Union | Stewart Subaru | Stokes Lawrence Velikanje Moore & Shore | Tamaki Law | U.S. Bank | Vaux Shoes, Inc. | Yakima
Federal Savings & Loan Association | Yakima Heart Center | Yakima Valley Farm
Workers Clinic | YCH HOPS
Cowiche Canyon Rocks 2016 Supporters: Akers, John & Dodie | Anonymous |
Bacon, Bruce & Rosanne | Baldwin, Mark | Barcenas, Nina | Barr, Marietta |
Baule, John | Begay, Natalie | Belsher, Stan | Bernd, Dirk | Bird, Phil & Marilyn
| Blethen, Cal | Bloomfield, Betsy & Jeff Tayer | Bloxom, Jack & Connie | Bosch,
William & G.M. King | Bothwell, Tawnya & Thomas | Boyd, Tom & Becky LangBoyd | Brown, George | Brown, Terri | Brueggemann, Marty & Liz | Burton,
David F. | Carrell, Don & Marcie | Cascadia Senior Living & Development | Clark,
Christopher & Patty | Clausing, Ted & Deborah | Coleman, Thomas | Cook, Brian
& Lisa | Creating for Cowiche Canyon Conservancy | Cyr, Judie & John Reeves |
Dion, Patty | Do, Tuan | Edgars, Melody | Effler, Dean & Martha | Eglin, Tom &
Margaret | Ellis, Kathy | Fairbank, Matt & Michelle Besso | Fast, David | Fast,
Gail Ann | The Field Group | Fitch, Jim & Sally | Forster, Chuck & Joan Jacobs |
Frank, W.D. | Fulton, Erin & Nate | Gable, Starla | Gamlem, Ted | Gibson, Don
& Ellen | Gilbert, Cragg & Barb Smith | Gilbert, Nate | Gilmore, Bill & Lynn |
Gunderson, Sue & Michael | Hagen, David & Karen Wayenberg | Halvorsen, Adam
| Hatton, Spencer & Leslie | Hefflinger, Carole & Leroy | Heinzen, Joel & Barbara
| Helseth, David | Hertel, Jim & Jackie | Holtzinger, Sara & Mark | Huefner,
Greg | Hunter, Patrick & Marilyn | James, Dr. David & Tanya | Johnson, Chuck
& Julie | Johnson, Ron & Becky | Johnston, Charissa & Robert | Joslin, Tim &
Cheril | Kaplan, Jeffrey & Lisbeth | Kenmotsu, Nancy | Kjellman, Judith | Kobes,
Gerald & Shaunna | Kuebel, Art & Cyndy | Lattomus, Susan | Livingston, Michael
& Nancy | Lust, Nancy | Maier, Russell & Sara Cate | Maples, Mike & Marjorie
Henderson | McClure, Leslie & Neil | McGowan-Reynolds, Sue | Miller, Dale &
Victoria WangMiller | Miller, Martin & Amy | Miller, Rebecca | Mobley, Clay &
Mary Ann | Monick, Colleda & Nathan | Monick, Duane & Kirsten | Montgomery,
Frederick & Charlotte | Moore, Linda & Leigh Anderson | Morgan, Matt & Sarah
| Moshier, Laurie | Moxley, Noel | Nagle-McNaughton, Elizabeth & Paul | Niemi,
Lynn | Olson, David & Linda | Orminski, Ann & Donald | Pearson, Joel & Susan
| Peters, Doug & Marjorie | Petterson, Susan & Wayne | Prater, Mark & Jennifer
Hedges | Prentice, Andrea | Rainier Plastics, Inc. | Redman, Carol & Gipp |
Riehl, Helen | Roy, Mark & Deb | Schlect, Donny & Laura Rankin | Scholl, Rebecca
& Larry | Schrank, Ethan | Seaman, Matthew & Linda | Shelton, Phil & Penn |
Smith, Patric & Jodi | Stenehjem, Kenneth & Mildred | Stokes Lawrence Velikanje
Moore & Shore | Stover, Ed | Strom, Siri | Summers, Marisol | Sundquist, Curtis
& Mary | Troianello, Craig & Karen | Tulloch, Donald & Jeanne | Tweedy, Megan
& Shawn | Umbarger, Virgil & Selma | Vanevenhoven, Karl & Carol | Vasquez,
Patricia & Gregory | Von Stubbe, William & Carol | Warren, Johnny & Bev | Wetch,
Gary | Whitmont, Andrew | Willett, Laura | Willis, Bruce & Ann | Vye, Kent |
Yakima Herald Republic | Yeager, Dustin & Kim | Zeilman, Tom
Cowiche Canyon Rocks 2016 In Kind Support: Akers, John | Amer, Ron | Bale
Breaker Brewing Company | Bocek, Nicky | Britt, Ron & Kathie | Carpenter
Ranches | Cascade Fire & Safety Equipment | Cate, Sara | Classic Events Catering | Clausing, Deborah & Ted | Creating for Cowiche Canyon Conservancy |
Dare2Move Fitness | Frank, W.D. | Fremont Brewing Company | Gilbert Cellars |
Helton, George | Herke Rock & Company | Joslin, Tim & Cheryl | Kalina, Tahni
| Lang-Boyd, Becky | Lervold, Karen | Lisa Woolcock Photography | McCormick
Air Center | McGowan, Gina | Midstate Monument | Minuteman Press | Naches
Heights Vineyard | Nagle-McNaughton, Paul | Owen Roe Winery | Paul Newman
Auctions | Pozarich, Judy | Roots Nursery & Landscaping | Sousley Sound |
Standard Paint & Flooring | Studio 16 Salon + Spa | The Hop Shop | Tweedy,
Matt & Anne | Warren, Bev & Johnny | Willis, Ann | Wilridge Winery | Yakima
Area Arboretum | Yakima Town Hall| Yakima Valley Museum

We make every effort to acknowledge all of our donors accurately.
If we have listed any names incorrectly or failed to list you in this issue, we
apologize and want to correct our mistakes.
Please contact us at (509) 248-5065 with corrections. Thank you!

The word Cowiche, sometimes spelled Cowychee, is said to mean “footbridge between the valley and the mountains.”
COWICHE CANYON
CONSERVANCY
P.O. Box 877
Yakima, WA 98907
Phone: 509-248-5065
Fax: 509-248-5065
info@cowichecanyon.org
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Ted Gamlem, President
Cal Blethen, Vice President
Betsy Nagle-McNaughton,
Secretary
Don Carrell, Treasurer
Tom Coleman
Bryce Cooper
David Hagen
Nate Gilbert
Lisbeth Kaplan
Gerald Kobes
Karen Lervold
Colleda Monick
Derek Parsons
Curtis Sundquist
Vicki WangMiller
Ann Willis
Tom Zeilman

Cowiche Canyon Conservancy is made possible by the support we receive through membership and
donations. Join our movement to make Cowiche Canyon lands and trails a community treasure.

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Student/Senior................................$25

Land Steward.................................$125

Regular Member.............................$35

Save an Acre....................................$250

Family..................................................$50

Sage to Summit.............................$500

Trail Blazer.........................................$100

Rise to the Top Club.....................$1000

Visit us at www.cowichecanyon.org or scan the QR code to donate now with your credit card.
Click on Become a Member. Our secure PayPal account will lead you through the steps.
Making a donation just takes a moment!
Mail contributions to:
Cowiche Canyon Conservancy
P.O. Box 877 | Yakima, WA 98907

www.cowichecanyon.org

The mission of Cowiche Canyon Conservancy is to protect our shrub-steppe
and connect people to this vanishing landscape.

STAFF AND SUPPORT

Betsy Bloomfield, Executive Director
Cindy Dunbar, Operations Support
Celisa Hopkins, Development Director
Ted Clausing, Land Steward
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